
 

The 2019 Summer Reading Program 
 

Above, Around, Below: Caring for our 

Common Home 
 

“What’s the use of a fine house if you haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on?” 

—Henry David Thoreau 

 

 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School is committed to modeling excellence so that we may 

serve in a world in need of peace, love, and justice. 

 

 Bishop McGuinness values the transformational growth that takes place when teachers 

and students experience the joy of learning together. A collaborative academic culture 

nurtures intellectual courage, curiosity, and creativity. 

 Bishop McGuinness values relationships that connect members of the school community 

to each other and to the larger world. BMHS aspires to be a nurturing community that 

respects the dignity of every human being. 

 Bishop McGuinness is an academically talented and diverse community preparing 

students for college and active citizenship in a global society. 

 

 

For this year’s reading, students have a list of books from which they will choose one in 

addition to Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical, Laudato si’.  During the first full week of school, 

students and teachers will discuss the book they have read, the Pope’s encyclical, and participate 

in a school-wide service project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
 

Incoming freshmen will sign up for summer reading titles when they attend New Villain Night on May 

16th. The signups are created so that they are fair and equal; however, they are “first come, first served” 

and there are a limited number of slots available for each book. If you do not sign up for a book by May 

31st, one will be chosen for you and you will be notified by mail or via your Bishop email address. There 

will be NO EXCEPTIONS and NO CHANGES in book choices. All choices or assignments are FINAL. 

Please choose carefully! 



 

 

Please access Pope’s Francis’s 2015 encyclical, Laudato si’, by following this link: 

https://laudatosi.com/watch 

 

 

Additionally, please sign up for ONE of the following 2019 Summer Reading titles: 

 
Parents should help students select a book they consider appropriate. Parental involvement 

assures us that the book’s theme and content are suitable and respect a family’s values and 

interests. All book descriptions come from Amazon.com. 

 

American Wolf, Nate Blakeslee  (non-fiction) 
Before men ruled the earth, there were wolves. Once abundant in North America, these 
majestic creatures were hunted to near extinction in the lower 48 states by the 1920s. But in 
recent decades, conservationists have brought wolves back to the Rockies, igniting a battle over 
the very soul of the West. 
 
With novelistic detail, Nate Blakeslee tells the gripping story of one of these wolves, O-Six, a 
charismatic alpha female named for the year of her birth. Uncommonly powerful, with gray fur 
and faint black ovals around each eye, O-Six is a kind and merciful leader, a fiercely intelligent 
fighter, and a doting mother. She is beloved by wolf watchers, particularly renowned naturalist 
Rick McIntyre, and becomes something of a social media star, with followers around the world. 
 

 

Annihilation, Jeff VanderMeer  (science fiction) 
Area X has been cut off from the rest of the continent for decades. Nature has reclaimed the 
last vestiges of human civilization. The first expedition returned with reports of a pristine, 
Edenic landscape; the second expedition ended in mass suicide; the third expedition in a hail of 
gunfire as its members turned on one another. The members of the eleventh expedition 
returned as shadows of their former selves, and within weeks, all had died of cancer.  
 
The group is made up of four women: an anthropologist; a surveyor; a psychologist, the de 
facto leader; and our narrator, a biologist. Their mission is to map the terrain, record all 
observations of their surroundings and of one another, and, above all, avoid being 
contaminated by Area X itself. 
 
They arrive expecting the unexpected, and Area X delivers―they discover a massive 
topographic anomaly and life forms that surpass understanding―but it's the surprises that 
came across the border with them and the secrets the expedition members are keeping from 
one another that change everything. 
 
 
 

https://laudatosi.com/watch


 
 
Beyond Earth, Charles Wohlforth and Amanda R. Hendrix  (non-fiction) 
We are at the cusp of a golden age in space science, as increasingly more entrepreneurs—Elon 
Musk, Richard Branson, Jeff Bezos—are seduced by the commercial potential of human access 
to space. But Beyond Earth does not offer another wide-eyed technology fantasy: instead, it is 
grounded not only in the human capacity for invention and the appeal of adventure, but also in 
the bureaucratic, political, and scientific realities that present obstacles to space travel—
realities that have hampered NASA's efforts ever since the Challenger disaster.  
          
In Beyond Earth, the authors offer groundbreaking research and argue persuasively that not 
Mars, but Titan—a moon of Saturn with a nitrogen atmosphere, a weather cycle, and an 
inexhaustible supply of cheap energy—offers the most realistic, and thrilling, prospect of life 
without support from Earth. 
 

 

The Good Earth, Pearl S. Buck  (fiction) 
Though more than seventy years have passed since this remarkable novel won the Pulitzer 
Prize, it has retained its popularity and become one of the great modern classics. In The Good 
Earth Pearl S. Buck paints an indelible portrait of China in the 1920s, when the last emperor 
reigned and the vast political and social upheavals of the twentieth century were but distant 
rumblings. This moving, classic story of the honest farmer Wang Lung and his selfless wife O-
Lan is must reading for those who would fully appreciate the sweeping changes that have 
occurred in the lives of the Chinese people during the last century. 
 
 

The Martian, Andy Weir  (science fiction) 
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars.  
Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him and 
forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and 
completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get 
word out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. Chances are, though, he 
won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or 
plain-old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first.  
 
 
A Month in the Country, J. L. Carr  (fiction) 
In J. L. Carr's deeply charged poetic novel, Tom Birkin, a veteran of the Great War who also is 
dealing with a broken marriage, arrives in the remote Yorkshire village of Oxgodby where he is 
to restore a recently discovered medieval mural in the local church. Living in the bell tower, 
surrounded by the resplendent countryside of high summer, and laboring each day to uncover 
an anonymous painter's depiction of the apocalypse, Birkin finds that he himself has been 
restored to a new, and hopeful, attachment to life. But summer ends, and with the work done, 



Birkin must leave. Now, long after, as he reflects on the passage of time and the power of art, 
he finds in his memories some consolation for all that has been lost. 
 

My Father, The Captain: My Life with Jacques Cousteau, Jean-Michel Cousteau  (biography) 
In every legend, there is a legacy. In the life and career of undersea explorer Jacques Cousteau, 
that legacy beats in the heart of the sea and in the heart of his son, Jean-Michel, the noted 
French environmentalist, educator and documentary film producer who has spent most of his 
adult life nurturing the work of his famous father. 
 
In My Father, The Captain, Jean-Michel Cousteau takes an open and intimate look at the life he 
shared with his father, and the legend he has taken it upon himself to carry. In so doing, he 
hopes to shed new and meaningful light on the life and work of a man who inspired millions to 
reconsider our relationship with the sea and its creatures-and, in the process, to understand a 
little more about himself and his family as well. 
 
 

Orleans, Sherri L. Smith  (science fiction) 
First came the storms. Then came the Fever. And the Wall. 
 
After a string of devastating hurricanes and a severe outbreak of Delta Fever, the Gulf Coast has 
been quarantined. Years later, residents of the Outer States are under the assumption that life 
in the Delta is all but extinct…but in reality, a new primitive society has been born.  Fen de la 
Guerre is living with the O-Positive blood tribe in the Delta when they are ambushed. Left with 
her tribe leader’s newborn, Fen is determined to get the baby to a better life over the wall 
before her blood becomes tainted. Fen meets Daniel, a scientist from the Outer States who has 
sneaked into the Delta illegally. Brought together by chance, kept together by danger, Fen and 
Daniel navigate the wasteland of Orleans.  In the end, they are each other’s last hope for 
survival. 
 

The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver  (fiction) 
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, 
evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry 
with them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it—from 
garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on African soil. What follows is a 
suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course 
of three decades in postcolonial Africa. 
 

A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson  (non-fiction) 
The Appalachian Trail t stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most 
breathtaking terrain in America–majestic mountains, silent forests, sparking lakes. If you’re 
going to take a hike, it’s probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaining 
guide you’ll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to some of the 



other hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the way–and a couple of bears. Already a 
classic, A Walk in the Woods will make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a 
comfortable chair to sit and read in). 

Summer Reading 2019 Assignment 
 

Directions:  You will have a variety of opportunities to discuss your summer reading book, the 

encyclical, and your insights.  On summer reading day (Friday, August 23), students will meet 

with their reading group to discuss the book they read.  For the summer reading 2019 

assignment, you must complete the following tasks:   

 

I. Reflection 

A. After finishing the book AND Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical, Laudato si’, write 

a typed reflection in which you examine the environmentally-related issues or 

events in your book that are supported (or challenged) by the ideas presented in 

the Pope’s encyclical.  

 

B. MLA requirements 

1. Typed  

2. 2 full-page minimum, 3 full-page maximum 

3. Times New Roman, 12- point font 

4. Double- spaced 

5. For help with MLA heading and headers, visit the following link: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_

style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html 

6. Carefully proofread your reflection for grammatical errors.  Ask an adult 

to proofread as well.   

C. Print out a copy of your reflection to turn in to your English teacher on the first 

FULL day of school (Thursday, August 22). The reflection will count as a test 

grade in your English class. 

 

II. Discussion groups (Friday, August 23) 

A. Bring an additional printed copy of your reflection to the discussion. 

B. Be prepared to participate in discussions of the book itself.  

 

III.  Service Project (Friday, August 23) 

A. On Summer Reading Day, students will participate in a school-wide service 

project related to our environmentally-focused theme.  This year we will be 

partnering with Out of the Garden Project, an organization based in Greensboro 

whose, “mission is to provide tangible signs of love so that no child goes to bed 

hungry” and whose “purpose is to nourish children’s minds and bodies with food 

and hope for every child.” (outofthegardenproject.org)  On summer reading day, 

we will as an entire school collect, organize, and pack food into bags to be 

delivered by Out of the Garden Project to school children in our communities who 

are affected by food insecurity.  

B. Students are required to bring with them on summer reading day the following: 

1. 6-7 pounds of suggested food donation items.  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html
/Users/marthalawrence/Downloads/outofthegarden


2. $5.00 to donate to Out of the Garden Project 

 

 

C. Suggested food donation items: 

1. Canned meat, chicken, or tuna 

2. Canned vegetables, beans, and fruits 

3. Canned or dried pasta and canned pasta sauce 

4. Macaroni and cheese 

5. Individual cereal, oatmeal, or grits (instant and regular) 

6. Peanut butter and crackers 

7. Granola, fruit, or other healthy bars 

 

***We are unable to accept foods packed in glass jars as these can easily break and cause 

harm to clients and volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Please refer to this rubric when you work on the assignment.   

 

Bishop McGuinness High School 

Department of English 

Summer Reading Reflection 

2019 

 

This rubric is to help students understand how the summer reading reflection will be scored and 

help readers consistently evaluate student work.  One letter grade (10 points) for each day late.  

No credit will be given for a reflection turned in after Wednesday, August 28.  

 

 A:  Essay clearly explains how environmental issues and events in the book are supported 

or challenged by the encyclical.  The writer’s main idea stands out and is reinforced by 

detailed information.  Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important 

information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.  The writer utilizes information 

from the book and offers his or her own analysis.  The reflection itself also shows 

evidence of higher order thinking—both critical (e.g. synthesis and integration) and 

creative.  Essay is organized in a logical order and features thoughtful transitions that 

clearly show how ideas are connected.  Few to no grammatical errors exist. Work at this 

level is considered superior. 

 

 B:  Essay clearly explains how environmental issues and events are supported or 

challenged by the encyclical. The writer draws on the reading material to develop 

purpose and makes insightful connections and/or interpretations of the material.  Some of 

the supporting information is general.  Details are placed in logical order, but the way in 

which they are presented sometimes makes the writing less interesting.  Transitions 

clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety.  A few distracting 

grammatical errors are present.  The reflection represents very good work. 

 

 C:  Main idea is somewhat clear, but there is a need for more information.  Supporting 

evidence from the text and original analysis are superficial.  The essay may be 

sufficiently developed, but the writer may rely too heavily on plot summary or obvious 

observations. Some details may not be especially relevant or logical. Transitions may not 

be clear. The writing is somewhat difficult to read and contains several grammatical 

errors. A reflection written at this level is considered acceptable. 

 

 D:  This essay contains thoughts that are brief and underdeveloped.  The writer does not 

adequately reflect on the assignment; instead, he or she relies mainly on plot summary, 

obvious assertions, and superficial details.  There is an absence of concrete support from 

the book and relevant original analysis.  Logical organization is not used, and the 

transitions are unclear or nonexistent.  The essay is difficult to read because of distracting 



and/or egregious grammatical errors.  Essays at this level may not meet the page 

requirement. This is below average work. 

 

 F:  The essay is unsatisfactory. It does not respond logically to the assignment. It 

contains many errors in grammar, spelling, usage, and mechanics.  

 


